
“Park System Improvements” 
City Connection ~ Article # 80 

 
For Immediate Release: Friday, April 24, 2009 

Released by the Parks and Recreation Department 
 

 
During the past year the City of Kerrville Parks and Recreation Department has seen many changes.  Some you may be 
aware of while others you may not.  Let me take this opportunity to tell you what we have accomplished and what is on 
the horizon.   
 
The Parks and Recreation Department began working on the Parks Master Plan in February of 2008 last year.  The 
process started with a series of public input meetings held in conjunction with a telephone survey.  These findings 
provided the Parks and Recreation Department with valuable information that we used in developing the Master Plan to 
reflect the needs Kerrville residents value. The Master Plan will serve as our road map for the next ten years to outline the 
future of the city’s parks and trail system.  
 
In June 2008 a series of public input meetings were initiated. They were at the Doyle Community Center to identify 
amenities and improvements neighborhood residents valued for the redevelopment of Carver Park.  Redevelopment 
began in March 2009 by renovating the softball field into a multiuse athletic field.  The next step will involve constructing a 
walking trail around the athletic field and constructing a new signature pavilion.  The second phase of the Carver Park 
redevelopment will include an improved parking lot, curbing, planters and a new entrance from Blank Street. New 
playground equipment, pavilion improvements and landscaping will complete the redevelopment in early fall.    
 
Plans have also been completed for renovation and upgrades to Louise Hays Park. Renovation is slated to commence in 
2010 and includes another playground, pavilions, paved roads and a plaza. An exciting addition will be a spray park, the 
first in the area and sure to be a big hit. Funding for the spray park will be generated through the grant funding of 
approximately $350,000.   
 
In July 2008 the Parks Maintenance Division began work on renovating the main playground at Louise Hays Park.  All 
phases of the playground renovation from design, construction and landscaping were completed with City of Kerrville staff 
saving the tax payers an estimated $93,000.00.  Included in the renovation of the playground are new signature pavilions 
that will be a component of the redevelopment process in most of the City’s Parks. Following the completion of the 
renovation project a Ribbon Cutting for the new playground was held on October 11 with an estimated 500 citizens in 
attendance.   
 
Lytle Park is scheduled for renovation in fall of 2009.  As with all other park renovation projects, a public input meeting will 
be held to ensure the renovation reflects what the citizens indentify as priorities in the park. Some of the improvements 
anticipated include improving the softball field-new dug outs, fencing, irrigation, a paved parking lot, landscaping and new 
playground improvements. 
 
Phase I of the River Trail project is taking shape. The public input process was completed in February 2009. It is now in 
the design and right-of-way acquisition process. Later this year construction of a durable hard surface trail is scheduled to 
begin. The trail will move up stream from Guadalupe Park and connect the boat ramps as it progresses.  Some of the 
amenities planned for the river trail include decorative way finding markers, interpretative signage, overlooks and benches 
all having a recurring theme throughout the trail system.    
 
Phases II and III of the River Trail have been through the initial public input process and are now in the conceptual 
planning phase.  Phase II and III will connect Guadalupe Park, Louise Hays Park, Lehmann/Monroe Park and will 
terminate at Kerrville-Schreiner Park.     
 
If you are looking for Recreation Programs we have many to choose from including the Friday Night Movies by the river 
held in Kerrville-Schreiner Park.  Three G-rated, family oriented movies have been scheduled this summer. There is no 
charge and the popcorn is free. The movies for this summer are Charlotte’s Web on June 26, Curious George on July 24 
and The Apple Dumpling Gang on August 21 with show times at 9:00 p.m.  This program was a big success last summer 
and we look forward to another summer of fun with movies in the park.    
 
Whether you are looking for overnight camping, summer programs, playgrounds, trails, fishing or just want to barbeque 
with your family, one of our parks or activities is sure to have just what you are looking for.  If you would like more 
information please call the Parks and Recreation Department at 257-7300. 
 

 


